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miracles; P and hence, wherever there are works
wrought which absolutely surpass the powers of na-
ture, there are likely to be others which surpass its
ordinaiy action. It would be no cause for surprise
if, as the destruction of Sodom is said to have arisen
from volcanic influence, so in the multitude of cures
which the Apostles effected some were solely attribu-
table to natural, but unusual, effects of faith. And if
Providence sometimes makes use of natural principles
even when miracles seem intended as evidence of His
immediate presence, much more is He likely to inter-
mingle the ordinary and the extraordinary, when His,
object is not to prove a revelation, to accredit a
messenger, or to certify a doctrine, but to confirm or
encourage the faithful, or to rouse the attention of un-
believers. And it will be impossible to draw the line
between, the two; and the possibility of explaining
some of them on natural principles will unjustly pre-
judice the mind against accounts of those which cannot
be so explained.

65. Moreover, as Scripture expressly shows us,
wherever there is miraculous power, there will be
curious and interested bystanders who would fain
" purchase the gift of God " for their own aggrandise-
ment, and "cast out devils in the Name of Jesus," and
who counterfeit what they have not really to exhibit,
and gain credit and followers among the ignorant and
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